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6. L. A. Scholarship and 
Loans Available 


The Awards and Bequests Committee announces that it is ready to 
receive applications for one grant of $200, and two loans of $200 each, 
to eligible persons who wish to attend library school during the year 
1950-51. The money can be used in any accredited library school. 


The awards will be made, of course, only to persons who have the 
educational requirements (ordinarily a college degree) asked by such 
library schools. They may also be used for advanced study by librarians 
who already have their library degrees. 


ONE SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE 


The $200 scholarship is a grant that does not have to be repaid. The 
recipient must, however, agree that he will work on a full-time basis at 
least two years in an Ohio library in the years immediately after the 


completion of his study. In the event that he elects to work in some other 
state, the scholarship agreement would be that he repay the money at 
the rate of $100 per vear until the sum is repaid, though without interest. 


REPAYMENT TERMS LIBERAL 


The loans of $200 each may be repaid without interest anytime within 
two years after the completion of the year of study, ordinarily $100 repaid 
each of those years. If they are not paid within that time, interest of 4% 
shall be charged thereafter. 


HOW TO APPLY 


April 15th has been set as the deadline for the submission of appli- 
cations for either the 0.L.A. Scholarship or Loans. Winners will be notified 
early in May, the decisions being made by the Awards and Bequests 
Committee. For application forms, please write to Mr. Russell Munn, 
Librarian, Akron Public Library. 








Plans Zor The Year 


T LOOKS like a year of many meet- 
ings for Ohio librarians, and that 
means a year of learning together 
and working together — and let’s hope 
we get some fun together in there too. 


In a state library association activities 
are usually started by the Executive 
Board, the committees, and the various 
Sections. Back of these groups, how- 
ever, are the members, the real powers 
behind the throne, who must make sug- 
gestions and take an active part if 
anything is to be accomplished. 


Think of Ohio, with close to eight 
million people, fifth in size among the 
forty-eight states. Think of the rugged 
hill country in the southern part of the 
state, the “Beautiful Ohio” that makes 
a surging southern boundary, the 
“Pleasant Valleys” that Bromfield has 
written about in the central part of the 
state, the industrial centers and Lake 
Erie with its ore boats in the north. The 
state with eight cities over 100,000 pop- 
ulation, 59 cities with more than 10,000 
population, and yet with 22,000,000 acres 
in agriculture. The state with 48 colleges 
and universities. Think of the public 
libraries all through this rich and well- 
developed state, the college and uni- 
versity libraries, the school libraries. 
Remember the 45 bookmobiles carrying 
good books regularly over Ohio’s roads 
to Ohio people in all kinds of weather. 
Remember the big libraries, the little 
libraries, the hospital and institution 
libraries, the highly specialized ones of 
many kinds. 


We in the Ohio Library Association 
each have our part in the library pic- 
ture in our state. Together, we are the 
library profession in Ohio. Together, 
then, let us work to serve the people 
of our state ever more effectively. It is 
good for us at the beginning of our year 


to stop and realize that as the librarians 
of Ohio we have a responsibility in an 
important part of America. 

Meetings will help bring us together, 
provide opportunities to work out our 
objectives and to learn from each other. 
Since they help us meet our responsi- 
bilities, let us not decry the fact that 
there will be several, but welcome them 
as opportunities. 


DISTRICT MEETINGS 


Your Executive Board met in Colum- 
bus early in January and wondered what 
to do about meetings this year, since 
the American Library Association con- 
ference will be held in Cleveland. Your 
Board finally decided to sponsor both 
the usual District Meetings and the 
usual O.L.A. Annual Conference. So, 
what with A.L.A., that gives us each 
three major library meetings to attend 
in Ohio this year 


Mrs. Hallie Grimes, Librarian of 
the Birchard Library, at Fremont, has 
been appointed to the important post 
of Extension Chairman for O.L.A., 
with responsibility for planning the 
District meetings. 


At the time of going to press, things 
were lining up as follows: 


April 21—South Western District Meet- 
ing—at Hamilton. Mrs. Gladys Sepin, 
Lane Public Library, Hamilton, Hostess; 
Mrs. Mildred Turnbull, Warder Public 
Library, Springfield, Program Chairman. 
April 28—South Eastern District Meet- 
ing—place and hostess not settled. Doris 
Wood, John McIntire Public Library, 
Zanesville, Program Chairman. 


May 5—North Western District Meet- 
ing—at Lima. Miss Georgie McAfee, 
Lima Public Library, Hostess; Program 
Chairman not settled. 





May 12—North Eastern District Meet- 
ing—at Kent. To be held jointly with 
the annual Symposium sponsored by the 
Library Department of Kent State Uni- 
versity. John B. Nicholson, Jr., Host; 
Marjorie Cochran, Kent Free Public 
Library, Hostess. 


The District meetings, we might add 
for the benefit of librarians who are 
new in Ohio library circles, provide good 
one-day opportunities to meet with other 
librarians in a rather large section of 
the state. They do not cut badly into 
either time or money, which makes 
them practical. 


The programs will be announced 
early in April, in the next issue of 
O.L.A. Bulletin. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


Since the A.L.A. conference will be 
in the northern part of the state, the 
executive Board decided that O.L.A.’s 
annual conference should be in the 
southern part of the state. It is planned 
that the meeting will be held in October, 
with the hopes that there will be pleas- 
ant weather and that people can enjoy 
the foliage while en route. 


IN NEBULOUS STATE 


Put off for further consideration by 
the Executive Board was the formula- 
tion of an action program from among 
such possibilities as the following. 


The idea of sponsoring an Ohio 
Library Day or Ohio Library Week was 
raised. In Pennsylvania, word has it, 
the Governor proclaimed January 19th 
(Benjamin Franklin’s birthday) as Pub- 
lic Library Day. In Illinois they had a 
Library Week a year or so ago. The 
idea of such an observance is to make 
a special occasion for library services 
and needs to be brought before the 
public all over the state. It would be 
concrete action on the part of O.L.A. 
to publicize libraries on a state-wide 
scale. At such a time legislative needs 





for Ohio libraries could be emphasized. 
For instance, the needs of the Ohio State 
Library, particularly the need for a 
school library supervisor, could be 
pointed out. We should call attention to 
the need for library service at state hos- 
pitals and institutions, to say nothing of 
punching away at the State Aid problem. 


In this regard, and in all others too, 
your president would greatly value 
letters of opinion and suggestion from 
members of the Association. Demo- 
cratic leadership depends on member- 
ship expression of opinion and on par- 
ticipation. Nebulous plans never become 
realities if no one indicates a desire to 
go along, and letters to the president 
are the way to reveal your opinions. 


OTHER BOARD ACTION 


The Executive Board has authorized 
four issues of the O.L.A. Bulletin, to be 
published in February, April, June and 
September. The president was instructed 
to handle the first issue as best he 
could, and then to report to the Execu- 
tive Board. 


To keep you fully informed, we ought 
to list briefly some of the other things 
that were decided at the January meet- 
ing of the Executive Board. 


The Ohio Tax and Revenue Commis- 
sion (created last year by the Legisla- 
ture to study Ohio’s tax problems and 
possibilities) has recently started active 
work. Your president was instructed to 
write the Commission to let them know 
that libraries are dependent upon the in- 
tangible tax, and to ask that the Asso- 
ciation be notified in case any changes 
are contemplated. 


The plan of our Awards and Bequests 
Committee to grant loans of funds to 
library school students was reviewed by 
the Executive Board and it was decided 
to recommend to the committee that at 
least one student each year be given 
an outright grant. 





Your secretary-treasurer made a 
report as of January 1, 1950, which 
showed a balance of $439.66 in the 
checking account, $768.55 in the Schol- 
arship Fund, and $453.90 in a special 
savings account. 


The contribution of $200 per year 
toward the support of the A.L.A. Wash- 
ington office in 1949-50 and for 1950-51, 
that was approved at the Grand Rapids 
meeting last November, was acted upon, 
the treasurer being instructed to pay 
the 1949-50 pledge. It will be recalled 
that the idea of that campaign was to 
have the emphasis on state library asso- 
ciations making contributions on behalf 
of their members rather than to stress 
contributions from individuals. 


The fact that there still is no repre- 
sentative of libraries on the Ohio Teach- 
ers and Pupils Reading Circle was dis- 
cussed, and it was suggested that real 
efforts be made this year to remedy 


that situation. 


Who decides what registration fees 
shall be charged at O.L.A. meetings? 
Well, that is up to the Executive Board, 
and they set fees for our 1950 meetings 
as follows: 50 cents for District meet- 
ings, and $2.00 for the state meeting 
next fall. These fees go to cover the 
costs of the meetings. 


Committee appointments were dis- 
cussed, and were approved, as far as 
they could be completed at that time, 
as listed elsewhere in this Bulletin. 


We look forward to a year of 
increased membership participation. 
Please remember that a good way to 
express your reactions and ideas is to 
put them down on paper and send them 
to your president. It is you who are the 
real power behind the throne—the offi- 
cers and the executive board are only 
talking mumbo jumbo unless you help. 


A. L. A. Coming To Ohic 


OT SINCE the horse and buggy 
days (1896) has A.L.A. held a 
conference in Cleveland. Ah yes! 

That was the year John Cotton Dana 
was president. Imagine how surprised 
they will be to see the changes! And 
imagine how surprised Cleveland will be 
to see that instead of the 363 librarians 
who came in 1896, probably more than 
ten times that many will come now. 


True, they did meet in Cincinnati in 
1940. But those are the only two times 
A.L.A. has met in Ohio in the last 54 
years. Consequently, it is a real event 
to have them come next July 16-22. 


This is a wonderful opportunity for 
all Ohio librarians—and especially for 
trustees—to get to a national conference 
at less expense than would ordinarily 
be the case. If you want a tip, it is 
suggested that you reserve your hotel 
room now, for people are already sign- 


ing up for rooms and it may be hard to 
get what you want if you put it off. 


Virtually all meetings will be held in 
the Auditorium. For that reason there 
will be no Headquarters hotel. However, 
the various A.L.A. Divisions, as Public 
Libraries, Trustees, A.C.R.L, Extension, 
ete., will each try to stay together in 
the same hotel. Full information will be 
found in the A.L.A. Bulletin for Feb- 
ruary, 1950, at pages 51-53. 


L. Quincy Mumford, Assistant Direc- 
tor of the Cleveland Public Library and 
Past-President of O.L.A., is General 
Chairman of the local committee. 


It is too early to say what the pro- 
gram will be, but it isn’t telling any 
secret to say that A.L.A. Executive Sec- 
retary Cory and the officers of A.L.A. 
expect the Cleveland conference to be 
one of the largest and finest. Because 





of the many cultural resources in Cleve- 
land several unusual features are being 
planned. And they do say that some of 
the folks up around Cleveland are 
already brushing up on square dancing 
in the expectation that there’ll be some 
of that one evening. 

You can count on it—it will be a very 
good A.L.A. conference in Cleveland, so 





better plan on it right from the start 
and interest your trustees in coming 
too. Vacation schedules will have to be 
planned accordingly, but remember, this 
is only the third time there has been 
an A.L.A. conference in Ohio in 54 years, 
so we can hardly expect one any time 
soon again. 


Social Security Gor Librarians? 


E Ohio Public Employes Retire- 

ment System sees trouble ahead if 

Congress passes a Social Security 

bill now before it. A recent release from 

Fred L. Schneider, secretary of our 

retirement system, calls attention to this 

situation and asks that members be 

informed of the threat of eventual 

disintegration of the Public Employes 
Retirement System. 


H.R. 6000 is the bill, and it includes 
a provision for extending Social Security 
to public employes. Hearings on that 
part of the bill which would extend 
Social Security to public employes were 
held by the Senate Finance Committee, 
of which Senator Taft is the only Ohio 
member, on February 8, 9 and 10. Mr. 
Schneider reports a majority of the 
members of the Senate Committee indi- 
cated willingness to establish safeguards 
to protect existing sound local retire- 
ment systems such as the Public 
Employes Retirement System; however, 
he warns, library personnel, as well as 
all public employes, must remain on the 
alert for unfavorable developments. 


The proponents of the bill state that 
a so-called referendum clause protects 
the interests of members of a local 
retirement plan. The Retirement Board 
points out that the referendum clause 
is full of defects and contends that 
either a specific exemption should be 
granted public employes who have a 
local retirement plan, or if the referen- 
dum clause is retained, it should be 


clarified. For example, the bill refers to 
a referendum requiring a _ two-thirds 
affirmative vote, but does not state 
two-thirds of what (i.e., membership, or 
merely those voting). 


The Retirement Board points out that 
if public employes are included in Social 
Security, the additional cost to the 
state and local government will exceed 
$6,000,000 per year. It asks the ques- 
tion whether the employer (Library 
Board of Trustees, in the case of library 
people) should be required to provide 
dual retirement benefits. The Board also 
inquires whether many of the employe- 
members can afford the extra deduction. 
The Board stresses the fact that when 
the point is reached that the employer 
cannot meet the dual costs, the pay- 
ments to the local system would stop. 
Thus strangulation of the local system 
would set in, for once Social Security 
is accepted, employe and employer pay- 
ments must continue. To assure the con- 
tinuation of payments on the part of 
the employer, the compact provides that 
should the employer neglect to make 
his regular payments the amount due 
can be withheld from any Federal pay- 
ments to the state or local government 
(as Aid for the Aged, Child Welfare, 
Unemployment Compensation, health 
programs, etc.). 


In comparing Social Security bene- 
fits with those provided by the Public 
Employes Retirement System, the Board 


(1) 


calls attention to the fact that: 





under Social Security the minimum 
retirement age is 65, while under the 
Public Employes Retirement System a 
member may retire at age 55 if he or 
she has thirty (30) or more years of 
service, or at age 60 regardless of length 
of service; (2) Social Security contribu- 
tions are a tax and therefore non- 
refundable, while in the Public Employes 
Retirement System the contributions 
remain the property of the member and 
are refundable; (3) benefit schedule of 
Social Security does not encourage career 
service, while in the Public Employes 
Retirement System benefits increase 
with length of service; (4) in Social 
Security the benefit schedule is weighted 
in favor of low-salaried employes at the 
expense of the higher-salaried, and in 
the Public Employes Retirement System 
benefits for all members are geared to 


Library 


Stays 


salary contributions —the greater the 
contributions the greater the benefits. 

The subject is a vital one for all Ohio 
librarians. Mr. Schneider has pledged 
to keep all members informed of the 
situation, and has indicated that when 
the bill reaches the floor of the Senate 
it is likely that a barrage of letters from 
all members of the retirement system 
insisting on adequate protection of their 
rights in the Public Employes Retire- 
ment System will be a “must.” 

Mr. Schneider has worked out 
examples as to the benefits that would 
be received under Social Security and 
under our present Ohio Retirement sys- 
tem. These show clearly that the Ohio 
system pays much larger pensions than 
Social Security would. If you would like 
a copy, write to Mr. Schneider at 35 East 
Gay Street, Columbus 15. 


Ashed 


Jo Help Scholarship Fund 


NE OF the most important cur- 

rent O.L.A. projects is building 

a sizable scholarship fund to help 
deserving students go to library school. 
This is a concrete step in recruiting in 
which all librarians can take a part. The 
staff of even a small library can help 
by sponsoring a program of some sort 
for the benefit of the Scholarship Fund. 

It all started a couple of years ago 
when library trustees were asked to 
establish scholarship funds or contribute 
to an O.L.A. fund. In several cities, 
Akron and Lima, for example, scholar- 
ships were set up for people from 
those libraries. 

The O.L.A. Awards and Bequests 
Committee got a good start on its proj- 
ect when the staff of the Dayton Public 
Library contributed more than three 
hundred dollars that it raised 

The Cuyahoga County Public Library 
had a white elephant sale among its staff 


members and raised $81.55. Some $65.00 
in individual donations were made in 
memory of Ellen Ewing, former Librar- 
ian of the Shaker Heights Public Library. 


Several commercial concerns made 
contributions— Americana Corporation, 
Cleveland News Company, Demco 
Library Supplies, Ernest Hertzberg & 
Sons, Frontier Press Co., Gaylord Bros. 
Inc., General Bookbinding Company, 
George A. Flohr Company, New Method 
Bindery, Inc., Remington Rand, Inc., 
Weise-Winckler Bindery, Inc., and Wil- 
cox & Follett Co. 


By one means and another the fund 
was built to its present balance of 
$768.55. It would require many thou- 
sands before there would be enough 
principal so that the interest only would 
be needed to make the grants. Ulti- 
mately it is hoped that such a situation 
can come about. 








In the next few years, at least, the 
Committee has decided to make loans 
from the fund, and perhaps one outright 
grant each year. The 1950 loans and 
grant will be awarded this spring, and 
applications should be submitted as out- 
lined inside the front cover. 


This year the Awards and Bequests 
Committee will have to try to raise at 
least $500 more, and similarly next year, 
as repayments on the loans will not start 
coming in for a few more years. 


We who are on the stage in the library 
picture now have an obligation to our 
jobs and our profession to help recruit 
the best possible young people. We must 
plan for highly competent librarians to 
carry on the work when the time comes. 
Each of us can do only so much, but 
getting some money for the Scholarship 
Fund is something we can do. 


MEMORIAL GIFTS WANTED 


Memorial gifts and “benefit” affairs 
are ways that every library staff can 
undertake to secure contributions. 


Let us fix in our minds that when 
Ohio librarians and trustees die, it would 







be an excellent thing to suggest memo- 
rial gifts to the Scholarship Fund. This, 
indeed, would be a living memorial in 
keeping with the memory of the librar- 
ians or trustees who worked to build 
our libraries. How better can the torch 
be handed on from one generation to 
the next! 


SPONSOR A BENEFIT 


Right now this spring Ohio libraries 
can raise money for the Fund by spon- 
soring some kind of a benefit. A white 
elephant sale can be a lot of fun. There 
are many other things that might be 
done: benefit card parties, bake sales, 
benefit book review programs, and any- 
thing that ingenious librarians might 
decide upon. 


The Awards and Bequests committee 
has three trustee members, which indi- 
cates that the Trustees Association is 
actively interested in helping. All con- 
tributions should be sent to R. Russell 
Munn, Chairman of the Committee, at 
the Akron Public Library. Let him know, 
too, how you raised the money if there 
is a story to tell. 


YS 
MOS 


SSS aS 


NY 
SS 


VULLZIIL LLL 





Qriends Of The Library Meuement Growing 


NDER the leadership of Mrs. B. F. 
McQuate, Chairman of the Citi- 
zens Library Committee of Ohio, 

many communities are busy starting 
Friends of the Library groups. 


Last October the Citizens Library 
Committee sent a letter to its members 
urging them to start such groups. One 
of the objects of the Committee is to 
promote citizen interest in the commun- 
ity libraries of the state. 


In answer to the question as to who 
are “Friends of the Library,” Mrs. 
McQuate quoted from an A.L.A. pamph- 
let published in 1949: “They are just 
what the name implies—a group of citi- 
zens interested enough in the library to 
become thoroughly acquainted with its 
program and to interpret that program 
to the community.” College and univer- 
sity libraries in many places organize 
“Friends” groups, as well as_ public 
libraries. Such groups realize that 
librarians and library board members 
alone cannot make the library a real 
educational force. Citizen interest and 


active participation and support are 
needed. Organizing a Friends of the 
Library group gives people something 
definite to join to show they want to 
be backers of the library. 


Mrs. McQuate reports that groups 
have been organized or are in the proc- 
ess of organization in the following com- 
rounities: Centerburg, Lima, Uhrichs- 
ville, Wooster, Ironton, Coshocton, 
Woodsfield, Bryan, and the Trumbull 
County Library Association, including 
Warren, Niles, Girard, Hubbard, Newton 
Falls, Kinsman, and Bristolville. In the 
Cuyahoga County Library, groups have 
been formed in Berea and Independence. 


We are just beginning to scratch the 
surface of organizing citizen support for 
our libraries in the United States. We 
are fortunate that the Citizens Library 
Committee of Ohio is actively stimulat- 
ing their growth here. Please direct 
inquiries or reports about such groups 
to Mrs. McQuate, c/o Carter Hotel, 
Cleveland 15, Ohio. 


Happy Aftermath Of Grand Rapids 


The final report from the Midwest 
Regional A.L.A. Conference at Grand 
Rapids last November brought good 
news for O.L.A. The official registration 
figures showed that 223 Ohioans went 
to the meeting. According to agreement, 
any profits on the conference were to 
be divided among the six library asso- 
ciations that participated. The associa- 
tions that held their state meetings 
there received a higher percentage than 
the others. The good news received by 
O.L.A. late in January was in the form 


“I 


of a check for $571.63, as our share 
of the profits. 


For the record, it might be said at 
this point that at the O.L.A. business 
session at Grand Rapids the main busi- 
ness was: committee reports; decision 
that the president should be responsible 
for the publication of the Bulletin four 
times a year; action on the A.L.A.’s 
“Fourth Activities Committee” report 
to the effect that O.L.A. is opposed to 
any recommendation which involves the 
formation of an A.L.A. Chapter in the 
state; and the election of officers. 





Intangibles Tax Net Jor Buildings 


In a decision handed down Decem- 
ber 14, 1949, the Ohio Supreme Court 
decided that a County Budget Commis- 
sion may not grant requests for intangi- 
ble tax funds to build library buildings. 


The Cuyahoga County Public Library 
had asked for $800,000 to construct 
regional branch libraries in 1949. When 
this request was not allowed, the 
Library appealed to the State Tax 
Appeals Board and finally brought 
action in the Supreme Court. 


The Court based its decision princi- 
pally on the fact that a library must 
extend, through appropriate rules and 
regulations, the benefits of its library 
service to all inhabitants of the county 
on equal terms if it is to share in 
intangible tax revenues. Since there is 
nothing in the law, the Court reasoned, 


which insures that a library would con- 
tinue such rules and regulations in 
future years, it would be possible for 
a library built with intangible tax funds 
later to refuse to serve everyone in the 
county. This would defeat, so the Court 
says, the intention of the General 
Assembly that no inhabitant of a county 
should be taxed to support library facili- 
ties if he has no right to use them on 
equal terms with other inhabitants. 


Cuyahoga County Library does plan 
to establish regional branches nonethe- 
less. In its 1950 budget request it asked 
for funds to rent structures for such 
purpose. It received an increase of 
$172,000, bringing its budget allocation 
to $575,000 for 1950. This includes suf- 
ficient funds to start three regional 
branch libraries. 


New Representatiue 


Dorothy Strouse, Librarian of the 
Lucas County Library and former Pres- 
ident of O.L.A., was elected by the 
Executive Board in January to a four- 
year term as one of our representatives 
on the A.L.A. Council. She fills the post 
left vacant by the expiration of term 
of Marie Newberry, of the Dayton 
Public Library. 


The A.L.A. Council, in case you do 
not know, is like a House of Represen- 
tatives. Each state library association 
may send Councilors according to a 
formula based on the number of A.L.A. 
members in the state. Ohio Library 
Association is entitled to three Coun- 
cilors. Our other representatives, besides 
Miss Strouse, are Walter Brahm and 
Paul Bixler. The Council passes on the 


policies of A.L.A., and it is the job of 
our Councilors to represent Ohio in these 
deliberations. Incidentally, when the 
matter of the resolution on the “use” 
or “abuse” of loyalty oaths came up at 
the recent Midwinter Conference, you 
would have been proud of the strong 
statement Paul Bixler made. 


In selecting someone to fill the vacant 
post as Councilor, your Executive Board 
sought a person who knew both O.L.A. 
and A.L.A. workings well, and who 
would not hesitate to speak up when 
need be. Miss Strouse qualified in every 
way. Thanks to Miss Newberry for the 
many meetings at which she has rep- 
resented O.L.A.; and we are glad Miss 
Strouse will carry on. 


Adult Education Agenda 


The O.L.A. Adult Education committee 
will be sending a questionnaire to Ohio 
public libraries very soon. It is designed 
to cover progress in this regard in the 
state in the last ten years. It will gather 
information on how much libraries are 
serving groups, the kind of help given, 
methods used, etc. Please give your 
cooperation so we will get a good picture 
of present practices — something on 
which we can build. 


Two meetings you will want to know 
about are: 


March 10 & 11—Ohio Association for 
Adult Education meeting at Hotel Port- 
age, at Akron. The conference is free to 
members; membership dues $2.00. On 
Saturday morning there will be group 
meetings on an occupational basis. There 
will be one meeting scheduled for 
librarians and museum workers then. 
On Friday evening there will be a dinner 
meeting with a symposium on “How 
Should Ohioans Discharge Their Obli- 
gations to UNESCO?” 


May 4-6—American Association of Adult 
Education will hold its annual meeting 
in Cleveland. 


In building our state-wide adult educa- 
tion work it is important that librarians 
take a much more active part than they 
have in the past. We do not know what 
the library meeting will be on Saturday 
morning, March 11, but it is suggested 
that you write to Ida Goshkin, Head 
of Group Service, Akron Public Library, 
for more specific information if you can 
go. If librarians are to keep strengthen- 
ing their adult education activities they 
need to meet the school, college, and 
rural workers and others who also are 
vitally concerned about the education of 
adults. Let’s move hand-in-hand with 
these other workers in developing the 
adult education movement in Qhio. 


As for the American Association of 
Adult Education meeting in May, that 
is an opportunity as unique for Ohio 
librarians as the coming of A.L.A. 
Better mark the dates down. 


Summer Session Ad 
Western Reserwe University 


Since Cleveland is to be the mecca for 
librarians in the summer of 1950, WRU 
School of Library Science is making a 
special effort to adjust its summer pro- 
gram to possible needs of librarians who 
are planning to combine a summer of 
study in Cleveland with attendance at 
the annual Conference. Under the guid- 
ance of faculty members, students regis- 
tered for the summer session may gain 
credit in connection with a planned pro- 
gram of attendance at Conference meet- 
ings. On one of the days the University 
will be the center of a visit by Confer- 
ence members. Faculty and students will 


be hosts to visiting delegates. 


Other special features of the session 
include a program of courses in chil- 
dren’s library service under the direction 
of Harriet G. Long. These courses will 
cover children’s literature, story-telling 
and administration. 


A new course dealing with principles 
and practices connected with audio- 
visual aids in library service will be 
offered under the supervision of Helen 
M. Focke. The resources of the Cleve- 
land Public Library and the Board of 
Education will be available for demon- 
stration and practical experience. 








-.- SECTION NEWS... 


O.L.A. has four Sections available to 
its membership. Everyone does not have 
to join a Section, but in order to foster 


common interests and to provide a 
nucleus for Section meetings these 
groups have been authorized by the 
Executive Board. 


All you have to do to become a mem- 
ber of a Section is to pay the small 
additional Section dues at the time you 
pay your O. L. A. dues. It will be seen 
from the membership report elsewhere 
in this issue that perhaps the majority 
of members have not yet paid their 1950 
dues. That is why the following Sec- 
tions have asked to speak this word to 
you here. 


Jane Darrah, Chairman of the Section 
of WORK WITH CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE says: “Every librar- 
ian in the state who works with either 
children or young people is wanted as 
a member of our Section. Remember to 
include your fifty cents for membership 
in this Section when paying your 1950 
O.L.A. dues.” Besides Miss Darrah, who 
is with the Youngstown Public Library, 
other officers of the Section are: Vice- 
Chairman, Leah Schueren, De Vilbiss 
High School, Toledo; Secretary, Ruth 
Hadlow, Lewis Carroll Room, Cleveland 
Public Library; Treasurer, Gladys L. 
Berry, Bexley Public Library. Members 
at Large are: Betty Jane Lewis, Grant 
Branch, Cincinnati Public Library ; Reba 
Boomershine, Roosevelt High School, 
Dayton; and Margaret Skiff, Cuyahoga 
County Library. 


JUNIOR MEMBERS SECTION sort 
of seems to fit next after that pertain- 
ing to children and young people. How- 
ever, it does not mean that it is for 
librarians who work with “juniors.” 
Rather, it is for the younger members 
of the library profession — those who 
are under 35 years of age. To younger 
members it often seems that they need 
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to band together to get acquainted and 
to work on projects together because 
sometimes they feel lost among the 
activities of the members at large. Offi- 
cers are: Chairman, Mary Burmeister, 
Warder Public Library, Springfield; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Daniel W. Hage- 
lin, Cleveland Public Library. They have 
prepared a special letter about their 
Section which they will be glad to mail 
to you if you write to either one. Think 
how glad older members would be to 
pay the trifling dues of 25 cents to be 
listed as “under 35.” Better belong while 
you can! 

The COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 
SECTION is one of the strong Sections, 
and has dues of fifty cents. Officers 
will be announced in the next issue of 
the Bulletin. 


The EXTENSION SECTION is 
O.L.A.’s newest, having been created 
just last November at the Grand Rapids 
meeting. It is designed to include those 
who work in county libraries, extension 
or bookmobile librarians in other librar- 
ies, any who are concerned with the 
extension of library service from a cen- 
tral library. The Constitution and By- 
laws of the Section are not even ready 
yet, but an eager nucleus group at 
Grand Rapids assures an active Section. 
Dues are 50 cents extra with O.L.A. 
dues. Officers are: Chairman, Laurel 
Krieg, Martins Ferry Public Library; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Phyllis Hansberg- 
er, New Philadelphia Public Library. 

If it happens that you have already 
paid your 1950 dues, you can still join 
any Section by sending the additional 
dues listed above to Miss Frances 
Nunmaker, at the Ohio State Library, 
stating clearly that you already have 
paid your dues but this additional pay- 
ment is for the Section indicated. Lend 
your support to an appropriate Section 
if you can. 





OVER THE BACK FENCE 





BITS ABOUT OHIO LIBRARIES 


We debated a bit as to whether we 
dared head this department “Mildred 
Sandoe Reporting ... ,” for most of 
this information came from her. But 
we do want others to report news too— 
YOU, for instance—and so we’re trying 
a different heading. 


ANNIVERSARIES! 

Congratulations to Estrilla Daniels, 
Librarian, Ravenna Public Library, 
where they had a 25th anniversary last 
fall. Climaxing the celebration came the 
announcement of two $5,000 gifts from 
the daughters of the late Judge C. A. 
Reed, whose $25,000 donation helped 
build the present building. This new 
$10,000 in gifts is to help finance an 
addition to the building. During the 
same week came $900 from the estate 
of Elizabeth Haymaker Gigger, and $25 
from “a friend of the library,” $1 for 
each of the library’s 25 years! All told, 
the library now has in excess of $13,000 
to use in a building expansion program. 


* #: BS 


Cuyahoga County Public Library had 
a 25th anniversary celebration last fall 
too, but alas! it got no money. A civic 
luncheon was held in its honor, with 
more than 200 in attendance. You might 
like to tuck the dessert note away for 
possible use at one of your anniversaries 
though. Balls of ice cream covered with 
chocolate and cocoanut were served, with 
a birthday candle in each. When every- 
one was served, the piano started play- 
ing and everyone lit his candle and began 
singing “Auld Lang Syne” to the light 
of 200 candles. 


* * 


BUILDINGS! 
Cincinnati’s multi-million dollar new 
main library is to be a three-story modu- 
lar type building. The cornerstone may 


* 
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be laid this summer. Among the many 
new ideas planned is a window to which 
patrons can drive their cars and turn 
in their books. 


* oe * 


Columbus Public Library plans to open 
its new Hilltop Branch in February or 
March. Newark’s new library is due to 
open in April or May. Ashland has a 
$125,000 building to open any time now. 


Shaker Heights Public Library 
expects to move into its beautiful new 
$300,000 building around June. It will 
have both air conditioning and dust 
control. Moderner and moderner. 


* + » 


PARTS OF BUILDINGS! 

Both Mansfield Public Library and 
Bexley Public Library are well along 
toward completion of large additions to 
their buildings. Cincinnati recently 
opened a school and community branch 
in a wing of a school at Delhi Hills, 
built to specifications set by the Library. 
North Canton will soon be breaking 
ground for its new community library 
and arts building. Delta Public Library, 
which was burned out last year, is to 
be housed in a new city building. It will 
have a main room 75 x 32 feet, and a 
work room 14 x 32 feet. Cleveland Public 
Library received $56,800 of surplus 
intangibles, to be used principally to 
start work repairing the roof of the 
main library. 

% 


* * 


PEOPLE! 
Virginia Robinson has returned from 
California to become Librarian of Shaker 
Heights, filling the vacancy left by the 





death of Ellen Ewing, who was burned 
on the §.S. Noronic. Miss Robinson was 
formerly with the Cleveland Heights 
Public Library for a number of years... 
Mrs. Ruth Pierce became new Librarian, 
Delphos Public Library, January Ist... 
Margaret Zearley, formerly of Akron, 
now Librarian, Tiffin Public Library... 
Claire K. Hague retired as Librarian 
at Wilmington Public Library; Ethel 
McCoy now acting Librarian there... 
Mrs. Rhea Montgomery now Librarian 
of Louisville Public Library . .. Kathleen 
Moore now Librarian at Greenville 
Public Library, and Ruth Eggleston is 
County Librarian there. 

x * * 


EVENTS AND THINGS! 


Kent State University faculty and 
guests heard Dr. Julian P. Boyd, Librar- 
ian of Princeton University, on January 
20th, at a library open house arranged 
by John B. Nicholson, Jr. Topic was: 
“New Approaches to the Planning of 
Libraries,” and was illustrated by color 


slides of new Firestone Memorial Library 
at Princeton. 


Columbus Public Library is starting 
a new film service; has $15,000 for the 
purpose, so we hear .. . Wellsville Public 
Library has just added a collection of 
semi-classical phonograph records for 
circulation . .. Cuyahoga County Library 
has started a filmstrip pool to serve 
county schools rather than each school 
starting its own filmstrip collection. 


Tipp City Public Library has been left 
$1,000 in the will of a local banker 
... Circleville Public Library became a 
county district library on January Ist 

. Putnam County Library bought 
Hiram’s former bookmobile . . . Marietta 
Public Library received a budget 
increase of $39,780 for 1950. Just over 
half of it is to employ a county librarian, 
build a bookmobile and increase 
county service... 


Franklin’s three-mill levy, for two 


years, which was passed by a majority 
of the voters, was finally declared 
“passed” in an opinion rendered by the 
prosecuting attorney. Plans are to add 
the resulting funds (of about $40,000- 
$45,000) to a $10,000 Lion’s Club build- 
ing fund ... In Ironton the Briggs- 
Lawrence County Library is in the 
midst of a campaign for a library levy, 
to be voted on in the primaries 
this spring... 


Martins Ferry Public Library has a 
music listening room, and has added a 
filmstrip projector and screen to loan 
to local groups and schools . . . Lucas 
County Library has been busy getting 
a new ceiling, new floor, new lights and 
a redecorating job in general. “People 
come in,” says Dorothy Strouse, “and 
say, ‘Now that you have new lights I 
can see books that I never saw before!’ ” 
. . . Edgerton’s library, a branch of 
the Bryan Public Library, had a formal 
opening in December after remodeling; 
new gray linoleum, fluorescent lights 
and other nice things . 

~ 7 + 


PUBLICATIONS! 

Youngstown Public Library put out 
an annual report that is both distinctive 
and informative. It is excellently illus- 
trated, readable, and gives a fine picture 
of a progressive library . . . Steubenville 
library put out a much less pretentious 
report, mimeographed, but still inter- 
esting. It is called “Newsreel,” and has 
some unusual ideas and sketches used 
in presenting factual material. For 
instance, did you ever see circulation 
figures presented on a “Circulation 
Merry-Go-Round?” It looks like a dial 
on a telephone. People will doubtless 
study it, whereas they might not read 
the same figures in tabular form... 
Dayton Public Library Staff Association 
issued a directory of personnel in the 
Library and Museum there, It is a 
remarkably neat and attractive mimeo- 
graphed job. 











Last year we took in some $2,100 in dues. During January of this 
year, more than $1,000 in dues was paid. “But whoa!” says Membership 
Chairman Frances Nunmaker, “It is too early to point with pride.” There 
are still about 1,000 members who have not paid yet. 


Think how you will make Frances (and all of us) glow if you will 
send your O.L.A. dues post-haste now if you have not already paid in 
1950. Remember, dues are $1.50, and if you wish to join a Section (as 
outlined elsewhere in this Bulletin under “Section News’) be sure to add 
the proper amount. All dues, however, should be sent to Miss Nunmaker 
at Ohio State Library, Columbus 15. 


New membership regulations say: “Members in arrears for more 
than six months shall be dropped .. .” There are still some members who 
have not paid dues since 1948. Their names have been withdrawn from 
O.L.A. files, and they will not be able to receive the O.L.A. Bulletin until 
they take care of the matter. 


It will be much appreciated if you will pay your dues now, for it 
costs time and money to send out more notices, and no one is the gainer. 
“Thanks for your cooperation,” says Miss Nunmaker (and so do we all). 
Do keep in good standing. 


Cuts used in this idsue courtery Cleveland Public Library 


Ohio Library Bulletin; a quarterly publication free to members of Ohio Library Asso- 
ciation. Subscription: $1.00 per year to non-members, thirty cents for single copies. 
Business office: c/o Ohio State Library, State Office Building, Columbus 15, Ohio. 





OHIO LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
OFFICERS ANID EXECUTIVE BOARD—1949 - 1950 


President Vice-President and Seerctary-Treasurer 
RAYMOND C. LINDQUIST President-Elect MRS. JOSEPHINE J. SWINEHART 
Cuyahoga County Library MILDRED T. STIBITZ Crandview Heights Public Library 

Cleveland, Ohio Dayton Public Library Columbus, Ohio 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


HARRIET G. LONG LEAH M. SCHUEREN JOHN B. NICHOLSON, JR. 
School of Library Science DeVilbiss High Schoo] Library Kent State University 
Western Reserve University Toledo, Ohio 


ERNEST I. MILLER VIRGINIA E. GODDARD 
Cincinnati Public Library Akron Public Library 


Ohio Library Association—Committees for 1949 - 1950 


Adult Education Committee Libraries in State Institutions Committee 
Viola Wallace, Chairman (Cincinnati P.L.) Chief Function: Promote development of such libraries 
Ida Goshkin (Head, Group Service, Akron P.L.) Raymond Embree, Chairman (Librarian, 
Margery Miller (Librarian, Celina) Federal Reformatory, Chillicothe) 
Mary R. Cochran (Formerly, Cincinnati P.L.) 
Gerald B. Stahly (Supervisor of Education, 
Awards and Bequests Committee Boys’ Industrial School, Lancaster) 
Chief Function: Scholarship Fund Clara E. Lucioli (Head, Hospital Division, 
R. Russell Munn, Chairman (Librarian, Akron) Cleveland P.L.) 
firs. Carol Schultz Membership 
(Extensi Jibrari foungstow cs ‘ a 
One aiaer Librarian, Youngstown) Frances Nunmaker, Executive Secretary of O.L.A., 
aca ‘ henme 
Mrs. A. F. Shephe 22 7 in charge . ; 
Tesste J. 1B em Atv =< man Assisted by membership representatives in 
Howard V. Luce, Trustee (Cuyahoga County) various libraries. 


Nominating Committee 
Extension Committee Immediate Past-President of O.L.A., Chairman 
Chief Function: Plan District Meetings _ Paul Bixler 
. . : * Four other members to represent types of 
Mrs. Hallie Grimes (Librarian, Fremont) library work. To be appointed later in year. 


Recruitment Committee 
~ a" : : Lois MacKellar, Chairman (Librarian, Mansfield) 
Chief Function: Protest any violations of Frances Edwards (Librarian, Norwalk) 
intellectual freedom Nancy Miller (Professor, Library Dept., 
Paul Bixler, Chairman (Librarian, Antioch Coilege) Kent State U.) 
Mrs. B. F. McQuate Mildred Vannorsdall (Cuyahoga County ; 
(representing Citizens Library Committee) representing Junior Members Section) 
Howard C. Walker Mary E, Teeter (Librarian, 
(representing Ohio Library Trustees Assn.) Crestview Junior High School, Columbus) 
Louis Eromfield, Ohio author 
Walter Havighurst, Ohio author and professor Training for Librarianship Committee 
N. R. Howard, Editor “Cleveland News” Katherine Wilder, Chairman 
(Librarian, Rocky River) 
Elna Stromfors 
Joint Legislative Steering Committee (Librarian, North Branch, East Cleveland) 
Chief Function: Library legislation Sarah Painter (Wooster College) 
James J. Weadock, Jr., Chairman (Trustee, Lima) Sub-Committee on Institute in Southeastern Ohio 
Heads of : Ohio Library Assn., Citizens Library Janet Gregg, Chairman (Gallipolis) 
Committee, Ohio Library Trustees Assn. Maricn James (Ironton) 
State Librarian (Walter Brahm) Frank N. Jones (Librarian, Ohio U., Athens) 


Intellectual Freedom Committee 


Joint Ohio Library Association and Ohio Education Association Committee 
Chief Function: Coordinate school and library interests 


For O.L.A. (serving specific terms of office) For O.E.A. 
Martha Grey (Librarian, Troy) John Herrick 
James C. Foutts (Librarian, Youngstown) VY. 1. Kinley 
Helen RB. Lewis (Head, Schools Dept., R. B. Oldfather 

Cleveland P.L.) 


AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS—OFFICERS 1949-50 


Citizens Library Committee of Ohio Ohio Library Trustees Association 
Officers and Executive Committee Howard C. Walker, President 
A. E. Gower, Vice-President 


Mrs. B. F. McQuate, Chairman Mrs. Walter Claflin, Secretary-Treasurer 
Murray Seasongood, Vice-Chairman Mrs. Elsie B. Wilson 


Mrs. C. C. Shively, Vice-Chairman Mrs. A. F. Shepherd 

Emelia E. Wefel, Secretary Mrs. O. F. Gayton 

Louis Bromfield Robert Brown 

Mrs. Myers Y. Cooper Representatives on A.L.A. Council 
Walter Havighurst Walter Brahm 

Frank Maloy Paul Bixler 

William J. Hamilton Dorothy Strouse 





